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“Amazing Annabelle and the Apple
Celebration is truly an amazing story. The
story reflects on having a positive attitude
towards school and the wonderful feeling a
child can have because of it. More impor-
tantly, Linda Taylor shows children that a
positive attitude can give you the power to
change the behavior of bullying. This is a
powerful lesson that children need to have.
I'm looking forward to Amazing Annabelle’s

next adventures.”
—Cathy DeSousa, Teacher/Parent

“Amazing Annabelle lives her family
motto: ‘Life is whatever you make it!" As she
begins a new school year, Annabelle is deter-
mined to make it an amazing one. When
she encounters a challenge, Annabelle
launches Operation Kindness with sur-
prising results. Children will enjoy the deli-
cious characters they encounter in Amazing
Annabelle, from Kindhearted Kaitlyn to
Principal Johnny Appleseed. I am looking
forward to Amazing Annabelle’s next adven-
tures!”

—Deirdre Hackeling, 3rd Grade Teacher



“Annabelle is a character full of spunk,
class, and positivity. Fueled with ambitions
of having an adventure-filled school year,
Annabelle is excited to see what the month
of September has in store. The Apple
Celebration is a perfect time for Annabelle
to really flaunt her fashion sense, coordi-
nating perfectly to the theme with red apple
bracelets, earrings, and dresses, but will one
student turn her bubbly positivity into rotten
negativity? This story really defines the value
of kindness and how far one act of kindness
can go.”

—DBecky Tesoro, Library Media Specialist
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1o my countless
students—
Oh, how you've

inspired me!
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The Apple Celebration

It’s the start of an amazing adventure
Here at Melville Elementary School.
Annabelle is so excited,

And she always tries to dress cool.

Her mom calls her a social butterfly.
Her dad calls her a super sponge.
Annabelle has many adventurous plans.

She’s ready to take the plunge.

She deals with real situations.

She acknowledges her feelings and then
Seeks different ways,

Goes into “Operation Kindness” phase.

And works through conflicts
Again and again.

Apple celebrations are fun.
The excitement has just begun!
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INTRODUCING ANNABELLE

When Annabelle Copeland was about
to go back to school in September, she
was bursting at the seams with excite-
ment. There was nothing she enjoyed
more than school. Of course she liked
family times, trips, and special occasions
as everyone else did. However, to
Annabelle, school was one of the greatest
adventures in the whole wide world! It
was right up there with Christmas and
birthday parties.

School was a place where Annabelle
could shine and show everyone just how
much she knew about everything. It was
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also a time for her to dress up in her best
clothes and be the fashion star she’s al-
ways been. Most of all, it was where she
learned about new and exciting things
and made new friends.

Annabelle’s mom always called her a
social butterfly because she could hold an
intelligent conversation with just about
anyone, adult and kid alike. Her dad
called her a super sponge because she al-
ways remembered everything that was
taught in school, almost word for word.
Not only was she a great listener, she also
gave out pretty good advice. Annabelle’s
parents knew that she was a very special
and amazing girl. So they started calling
her Amazing Annabelle.

As Annabelle stood in front of the
mirror in her room that morning, she

took off her satin scarf. When it slid off
her head, her beautiful curls tumbled
onto her shoulders. She evaluated her
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hair in the mirror thinking, What shall 1
do with all this hair today? She thought
back to the days when her mother fixed
her hair and was suddenly inspired. She
gathered her hair into a big beautiful puff
and brushed the edges up. Then she se-
cured everything together with a hair tie.

“There, now I look really amazing!”
Annabelle said to herself. “But wait—"
She thought for a minute. “HHmm, I think
this hairstyle needs one more thing.”

She pulled out a pretty red bow from
her top dresser drawer and looked in the
mirror while she clipped it into her hair.

“That’s more like it,” she said,
beaming with confidence.

“Now, how will I accessorize?” she
thought aloud to herself as she observed
the counter. “Oh, I know,” she said, as the
light bulb turned on in her head.

Annabelle ran with excitement to her
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jewelry box and pulled out the pretty red
necklace, bracelet, and earrings set she
had received for her birthday last year.
Annabelle loved looking stylish wherever
she went. This was just another thing
that made her so amazing.

Once again she stood in front of the
mirror and put on her jewelry. As she
began adjusting the sleeves on her shirt,
she wondered, Should I wear my sleeves up

or down—which way looks better?

As she thought about this question,
her big sister, Alice, barged into her bed-
room and demanded, “Annabelle, have
you seen my brush? I can’t find it any-
where!”

Annabelle knew she had borrowed
Alice’s brush without asking and was
probably going to be in big trouble. She
picked up the brush off the dresser and
went to the door to hand it to Alice.
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“I just had to use it for a minute to get
ready for school,” Annabelle said.

“Next time use your own brush!” Alice
replied, grabbing the brush from

Annabelle. “You didn’t even ask to use it!”

“I was having a 9-1-1 hair emergency!
I couldn’t find the brush Mom bought for
me last week. And I know you wouldn’t
want me to go to school with my hair a
mess!”

“Oh please, that’s not a good excuse. I
never want you to touch my things again
without asking me first!” Alice ordered.

Alice had every right to be completely
upset. Annabelle tried to smooth things
over.

“Okay, I hear you loud and clear, and
you're absolutely right. It will never
happen again. But since you're in my
room, do you think I should wear my
sleeves up or down?” Annabelle asked.
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“Who cares, Annabelle? It looks fine
both ways, okay? And besides, I have
more important things to worry about,
such as my hair, which is nos done yet,
thanks to you!” Alice left the room in a
hurry.

“I can’t believe I'm asking her for
fashion advice anyway,” Annabelle whis-
pered to herself. “Okay then, I'll wear my
sleeves up,” she decided and went down-
stairs to the kitchen.

Her family was already sitting at the
table, except for Alice, who was still up-
stairs fixing her hair.

Annabelle’s dad greeted his daughter
as she sat down at the table for breakfast.

“Hello, honey, I was starting to think
that I wouldn’t get a chance to see you
this morning on your first day of school

this year,” her dad said.
“Hi, Dad, you know, beauty really does
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take time. And I had to make sure I was
super amazing for the first day of school,”
Annabelle explained and started eating

her breakfast.

Her little brother, Jason, looked up at
her with a confused expression on his
face.

“I really don’t see what the big deal is
about school anyway. I mean, you go into
a big building, talk to some kids, listen to
a teacher, and then you come home.

What'’s the big deal?” Jason asked.

“Little kids have so much to learn. I
just can’t wait for you to get older and
more mature, Jason,” Annabelle said be-
fore taking another bite of her apple
muffin.

Jason quickly stood up and put his
hands on his hips. “I am mature, for your
information, and I'll grow up when I'm

'77

good and ready!
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“Whatever, Jason, you're killing my
amazing school vibe! Could you just stop
talking to me?” Annabelle was clearly

bothered by her brother’s childish be-

havior.

“I'll talk to you whenever I feel like it!”
Jason yelled, plopping back down in his

chair.

“Will you two knock it off and finish
eating your breakfast already?” Mom
asked. Trying to lighten the mood, she
continued, “It’s a beautiful day, and I
know some great things are going to

happen.”

“Ditto to that. On that bright note,
I'm off,” Dad said as he stood to his feet.
“Have a great day at school, both of you!”

As he was leaving, Dad kissed them
both on the head.

“Have a great day, honey,” Mom said
to him.
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“Bye, Dad, have an amazing day!”
Annabelle added and then took another
bite of her apple muffin.

“Yeah, ditto to that,” Jason said,
laughing as he poked fun at his dad.
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“Okay there, Mr. Wise Guy. I know
you don’t want the tickle police to come

over there,” Dad said, laughing.

Just then Alice hurried down the stairs
in the nick of time to see her dad leave.

“Bye, Dad, have a good day!” Alice
called out as she grabbed a bagel from a

plate on the counter.

“Bye, honey!” replied Dad as he went

out the door.

The kids were still finishing up break-
fast when their mom glanced out the
window and suddenly noticed something.

“Oh my! The bus is already down the

street! Kids, you'll have to make a run for
1it!” Mom shouted.

They quickly said goodbye to their
mom, picked up their backpacks, and
raced for the front door. Annabelle
grabbed an extra apple for her teacher

10



Introducing Annabelle

and put it in her backpack as she rushed
out, still finishing her apple muffin.

This has been such a crazy start to school
already! I can’t wait to see what happens
when I actually get there! Annabelle
thought as she ran towards the bus stop.
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