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Amazing Annabelle and 
DR. Martin Luther King Jr.

As the month of January begins, Mrs. Mitchell introduces her class to
the great civil rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. through discus-
sions and media. Mrs. Phillips, the drama teacher, created a short skit
about a historic event during the Civil Rights Movement that
involved Dr. King and Rosa Parks. 

As the students recreate the skit, it sparks a deeper conversation about
the Civil Rights Movement, segregation, and the different mindsets
that existed during that time period. Annabelle works together with
her group to create a project that honors the life and ideals of Dr.
Martin Luther King.

This book brings attention to the importance of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr., and why we celebrate his accomplishments on his special
national holiday.

“This book provides young readers with valuable lessons about jus-
tice and unity.” —Karen Littell, Principal

LINDA TAYLOR has been teaching students for over 25 years. She enjoys
connecting with students on many levels. She also loves writing poetry.
Linda lives on Long Island, New York.

KYLE HORNE has a B.A. in Visual Communications from S.U.N.Y. Old
Westbury College in New York. Kyle has displayed his artwork in many
local libraries. He lives on Long Island.

Visit amazingannabelle.com for free teacher/student ELA resources to
use in your classroom or at home.
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     “Amazing Annabelle’s class is learning
about Martin Luther King Jr. Day! We
follow along as Annabelle and her classmates
use 21st century skills like cooperation, cre-
ativity, communication, and problem-solving
as they honor his ideals and his special day.  
     “This book provides young readers with
valuable lessons about justice and unity as
they learn about the historic bus boycott with
Rosa Parks during the Civil Rights
Movement. The author deftly mines her own
experiences as a teacher to create diverse and
relatable characters that prime readers for
this ongoing series.”
     —Karen Littell, Principal

     “Annabelle and her schoolmates go
about learning as much as they can about
Martin Luther King Jr. not only during
class, but also in Drama Club, during the
month of January. To celebrate the accom-
plishments of this great man, and others
who fought against segregation, like Rosa
Parks, Annabelle and her friends go through
an interactive classroom museum, study,



write poems, and finally get to act out a spe-
cial play for the whole school, and parents
and friends. 
     “Readers who have enjoyed Annabelle in
the other books in the series must read
Martin Luther King Day Jr. Day to follow
along in her discovery about an important
period in the U.S.”
     —Nadia Evans, Writer
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Martin Luther King Jr. Day Celebration

January is upon us.
Snow is on the way.
In Drama Club they’re putting 

together a big production
To celebrate Dr. Martin Luther King’s

Holiday!

They’re learning about his importance.
They’re performing a bus 

boycott scene.
It touches many hearts and minds
As they learn about his dream.

vi
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Happy New Year!

It was New Year’s Eve, and it was
snowing outside! The schools were closed
for the holidays, and all the students were
enjoying their vacation time, especially
Annabelle Copeland and her family. 

Annabelle loved the holiday season,
and she loved vacations even more. Her
family had just returned home from their
ski trip in Vermont, and now the year was
about to end. 

As Annabelle started writing in her
special journal that she used to record
memories of her unique experiences, she
became a little emotional. She had cre-
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ated such amazing memories that she
knew would last a lifetime. She had made
a lot of new friends and met a lot of
people who truly had a positive effect on
her life this year. 

This was actually her third journal be-
cause she started a new one each year. As
Annabelle made her last entries for the
old year, she continued to think about all
the good times as well as all the bad ones.
She came to the conclusion that the bad
times really weren’t that bad at all. They
were just lessons she needed to learn for
that particular time. 

Annabelle thought about all the
amazing things she learned, experienced,
witnessed, and explored, and tried to de-
scribe every detail into her journal before
the year ended. Of course she had already
made some great entries, but now as she
looked back at them, she needed to fine-
tune the facts. She also wanted to use up
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the remaining pages of blank paper in her
journal. 

Just then, Annabelle’s mom peeked
into her room as she lay on her bed
writing.

“Hey, Annabelle, we’re starting to dec-
orate for our New Year’s party. Would you
like to help us?” Mom asked.

“Sure, Mom, I ’ l l be right down,”
Annabelle said with a smile.

This would be Annabelle’s last cele-
bration for the year—or would it be the
first celebration for the new year?
Annabelle decided it would be a little of
both. She quickly wrote her last entry and
then went downstairs to help decorate. 

Annabelle jumped right in and started
helping Alice hang some streamers in the
living room. Alice began complaining and
being bossy right away.
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“Annabelle, you have to twist the
streamers before you actually tape them
up!” Alice said with an attitude.

Annabelle wondered why big sisters
always have attitudes for no apparent
reason. Annabelle knew about twisting
the streamers and was going to do just
that when she got to the other side of the
room. Annabelle decided not to waste her
breath by trying to explain. 

Just then, Jason got ahold of the party
horns and decided to use one as he ran
through the house. Alice lost it and
shouted at Jason.

“Can you stop with the horn already!”
she yelled. “It ’s not time for the horn
blowing! We have at least seven more
hours!” Alice grabbed the horn from
Jason. 

Jason ran to Mom and started crying.
Mom sent Alice upstairs to take a little
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break and let Jason go with Dad to pick
up the food for their celebration so he
would stop crying. 

Annabelle wondered what had gotten
into Alice this evening to make her act so
mean. She thought, Maybe Alice just needs
an extra nap or something.

Annabelle was fine with finishing all
the decorating while Mom went upstairs
to talk with Alice, although there was still
a lot of decorating to do. Annabelle fin-
ished hanging the streamers from the
ceiling and sprinkled silver tinsel all over
the furniture and tables. She ended up
blowing up seventeen balloons and taped
them on the walls. She also left some on
the ground to kick around. After about
an hour and a half, she was finally fin-
ished. Annabelle lay on the couch to rest
and eventually fell asleep. 

Annabelle didn’t even hear the door
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open when Dad and Jason came back
with all the food. When Mom came
downstairs, she looked at the decorating
job that Annabelle had done and was
completely surprised that it looked so
good. Dad was a little surprised too. Jason
loved it, of course, and started kicking the
balloons around the house. 

When Alice came downstairs after a
short nap and saw all the decorations, she
started to laugh really loud. Mom and
Dad started laughing as well, waking
Annabelle up from her nap.

“Why is everyone laughing?” she
asked, rubbing her eyes.

“We’re just so happy, honey! You did
an amazing job with all the decorations!”
Dad said as he gave her a hug.

“Don’t you think it’s a little overkill?”
Alice asked with a frown.

Mom replied quickly, “No, it’s not. It’s
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just perfect, Annabelle. You did the most
amazing job!” 

“Great! Then let ’s eat because I’ve
worked up a big appetite,” Annabelle said
as she got off the couch and headed to-
ward the kitchen.

Even if the decorations were a bit
much, Mom didn’t care because
Annabelle had done her very best to
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make the house look amazing for the last
celebration of the year.

The whole family sat down to eat to-
gether and shared about what had been
their favorite experience the past year.
Afterwards they played board games like
they do every New Year’s Eve. Jason
couldn’t keep his eyes open and eventu-
ally fell asleep on the couch during the
games. 

Later they turned the TV on and
started watching a New Year’s Eve special
until it was time for the ball to drop.
Everyone put their hats on and got their
horns ready as the countdown started. 

“10, 9, 8, 7, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1, HAPPY
NEW YEAR!” everyone shouted and
blew their horns as loud as they could.
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