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Amazing Annabelle 
Celebrates May Holidays

Mrs. Mitchell’s class is preparing for a Fiesta as they study about
Mexican culture and traditions. Annabelle and Jamal were paired
together as they practiced the Mexican Hat Dance during Drama
Club. A rumor started circulating about Annabelle and Jamal and
they both noticed a lot of snickering and laughing as they looked at
other students. Annabelle finally learns the truth from Kaitlyn and
becomes very upset. She confronts Julia and gets to the bottom of
things.

This book teaches kids that rumors and lies can be very hurtful to
others, and what you may think is funny may not be funny to
someone else. Apology is always the best policy.

“Young readers can easily relate to Annabelle and her journey in
school. The positive energy, powerful lessons, and memorable cele-
brations will have you eagerly waiting to read the next book in the
series!”  —Lauren Kiszenik, Special Ed teacher

LINDA TAYLOR has been teaching students for over 25 years. She enjoys
connecting with students on many levels. She also loves writing poetry.
Linda lives on Long Island, New York.

KYLE HORNE has a B.A. in Visual Communications from S.U.N.Y. Old
Westbury College in New York. Kyle has displayed his artwork in many
local libraries. He lives on Long Island.

Visit amazingannabelle.com for free teacher/student ELA resources to
use in your classroom or at home.
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     “Amazing Annabelle: May Celebrations is
about a brave and exhilarating student
named Annabelle. She is excited about all
the fun that takes place during the month of
May. You can feel the end of the year vibes
while reading this book!
     “Young readers can easily relate to
Annabelle and her journey in school. The
positive energy, powerful lessons, and mem-
orable celebrations will have you eagerly
waiting to read the next book in the series!”
     —Lauren Kiszenik, Special Ed teacher

     “In this Amazing Annabelle multicultural
story, great awareness of Mexican culture is
highlighted and celebrated to the fullest.
Once again we see Amazing Annabelle acti-
vating “Operation Kindness” as she works
with two of her classmates on a project
about Mexican culture. 
     “Annabelle is such an awesome role
model for students everywhere. She has such
a positive mindset and great determination
to see situations work out for good.
Amazing Annabelle is one of a kind.”
     —Delfina Hennep, Speech Therapist
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To my countless 

students—

Oh, how you’ve 

inspired me!
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May Celebrations
Cinco de Mayo!
A Mexican Holiday.
Mrs. Mitchell’s class is studying about 
Mexican culture.
A fiesta is planned for that day.
Preparations are being made 

for Mother’s Day.

An impromptu lesson on idioms 
take place.

They’re making cards and decorations
For Mother’s Day celebration.
The Memorial Day parade

is a solemn change of pace 
As we honor our American soldiers 

with grace.
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1
Cinco de mayo

Only two more months were left of
the school year, but the great learning
times and celebrations kept right on com-
ing. The students and teachers were
enjoying the beautiful weather by wearing
shorts, capris, sundresses, sandals, short
sleeve shirts, and sleeveless shirts.
Summer was right around the corner, and
many of the students seemed to have an
extra burst of energy.

Mrs. Mitchell loved the month of
May because of her Social Studies unit
on Mexico. During this unit, she would
introduce the Mexican celebration of
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Cinco de Mayo, which means the fifth of
May in Spanish. This day celebrates the
unlikely victory Mexico had over the
French forces in 1862. This day is also a
celebration of Mexican-American culture
in the United States. 

As Mrs. Mitchell began sharing this
unit with her class, she pointed out that
they would be learning about Mexican
traditions, foods, people, language, cul-
ture, folktales, and celebrations. She
chose to focus on Cinco de Mayo because
it’s so colorful and exciting. 

Mrs. Mitchell already had planned
many fun activities that she would intro-
duce to the class, such as the Mexican hat
dance, a cakewalk, and the breaking of
the piñata. 

At the conclusion of the unit, she was
going to have a fiesta with the class. Mrs.
Mitchell was going to make guacamole,
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tacos, and other Mexican treats.
Additionally she would teach her stu-
dents some Spanish words and phrases,
and even some Spanish songs.

Mrs. Mitchell certainly captured their
undivided attention as she spoke passion-
ately about these exciting plans. The stu-
dents were equally excited and had many
questions.

“Mrs. Mitchell, what is the Mexican
hat dance?” Tyler inquired.

“It’s the national dance of Mexico, and
it ’s very easy to do,” Mrs. Mitchell
assured the class. 

She showed them a short video and
then asked if anyone wanted to try it.
Almost all the hands went up. So she
paired each boy up with a gir l and
instructed them to spread out all around
the classroom wherever there was room. 

Mrs. Mitchell modeled the steps a few
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times with different students. Then she
turned on the music and watched every-
one dance. For the most part everyone
did a great job; but one thing was for
sure, everyone had a terrific time. 

Annabelle couldn’t believe the class
was having so much fun first thing in the
morning. They were already starting to
learn about Mexican culture by learning
their national dance.
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After they were settled back in their
seats again, Mrs. Mitchell divided the class
up into seven groups to represent the seven
topics that would be covered during this
unit. Once the groups were made, each one
had the responsibility of putting together a
presentation that represented the topic
chosen. Each group would have to work
together and come up with a plan of
action. 

Mrs. Mitchell had a jar with numbers
from one to seven with every number writ-
ten three times. Then she had the students
pick them out of the jar, and those who
chose the same number formed a group,
until everyone was in one. Annabelle
found herself in a group with Julia and
Caleb. For some reason she had never been
in a group with them before. This was
going to be a new experience with new
partners. 

Once again the class was going to do
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group work, which they hadn’t done in a
while. But Annabelle was always ready for
whatever activity was assigned.

Mrs. Mitchell asked the groups to meet
together to see who would be the team
captain. Of course Annabelle knew she
was highly qualified, but she didn’t want to
be pushy or overly forceful on the first day.
Annabelle even suggested that Julia be
captain of the group. Then Julia suggested
that Caleb be the captain, so Annabelle
agreed. 

Mrs. Mitchell held seven strips of paper
in her hand, each one having a specific
topic of study about Mexico. The group
captain had to pick one strip and share it
with their group. 

After the topics were chosen, each
group would have the rest of the morning
to brainstorm ideas and do research for
their overall project. Caleb’s paper had
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folktales written on it, and Annabelle
thought that it was a great choice.
However, Caleb and Julia didn’t like the
topic at all. 

“What kind of project could we possi-
bly put together about a Mexican folktale?”
Julia asked, frowning.

“I have no clue right now, but we’re
going to have to come up with something
by the end of the day,” Caleb said.

Annabelle boldly spoke up and shared a
thought to give the group some direction.
“Maybe it would be a good idea to google
Mexican folktales and read about them.” 

“And then what?” Caleb snapped
quickly.

Anabelle wasn’t liking his tone at all.
She wondered why Caleb got so worked
up over her suggestion. Not wanting to
make the situation any worse, Annabelle
tried to give him some more ideas. 
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“After we read some folktales, we could
pick one to write a summary about, draw
an illustration of it, or act it out. There are
so many different things we could try,”
Annabelle said hopefully. 

“That sounds like a good idea,” Julia
agreed. “Let’s each read a different folktale
and then share it to see which one we like
the best.”

“Fine. Let’s just do that and get it over
with,” Caleb said with an attitude.

Annabelle could see this was going to
be a tough group and that she would have
to be careful what she said around Caleb.
Annabelle never really saw him as a hot-
head before, but it seemed like Caleb could
get upset very quickly. It was a good thing
that Julia was pleasant. Annabelle was
hoping she would be a friendly partner.
Only time would tell.
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